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Calling All Innovators
The Calling all Innovators: A Career for You series looks at specific fields, describing historical background, the current job picture, the variety of positions involved, and the process. Breaking the exposition are double-page spreads highlighting specific examples past and present, interviewing a practitioner, revealing “the artistic side,”

looking at a well-known company or professional association, and speculating on the future. The back matter includes statistics for three different types of jobs within the field. Animation describes the history of moving pictures and looks at some of today’s most famous studios. Race Cars begins with the development of the automobile, describes some world-famous races and racers, and the process “from the garage to the track.” Space Exploration similarly moves from history through the present day and proposals for the future. Television begins with the first image projections and radio broadcasting before looking at today’s broad variety of broadcast materials and outlets. All titles emphasize the teamwork required in today’s jobs. Underlying this approach is the premise that jobs, roles, and fields change over the years, and career planning should take that into account. 

―Booklist, February 1, 2015 on Animation: From Concept to Consumer, Race Cars: Science, Technology, Engineering, Space Exploration: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Television: From Concept to Consumer

The slender volumes in the Calling All Innovators: A Career for You series present overviews of fields related to technology, science, engineering, and math. After a fast-paced historical survey, each book looks at the current state of the field. Next, it describes a variety of related career opportunities and offers a two-page interview with a young professional, who comments on his or her experiences in that line of work and how young people might prepare for a similar position. Air Travel includes an interview with an aeronautical engineer at Boeing. Apps profiles a user experience designer. In Deep-Sea Exploration, the interview features an oceanographer at Florida State University. Robotics introduces an engineer who designs advanced robotic vehicles at the NASA Jet Propulsion Lab. Moving beyond STEM to STEAM, each book includes a two-page section called “The Artistic Side,” which points out creative contributions

made by people such as artists, composers, designers, filmmakers, photographers, and writers. The concluding pages look toward future developments in the field. Each book provides a good overview as well as some interesting specifics related to the subject. The clearly reproduced color photos and other design elements add to the books’ appeal. A practical career series for young people.

―Booklist, March 15, 2015 on Apps: From Concept to Consumer, Deep-Sea Exploration: Science, Technology, Engineering, Robotics: From Concept to Consumer, and Air Travel: Science, Technology, Engineering 
This series covers fields that require innovation, providing a clear overview of the history and modern-day activities associated with each subject. The magazinelike design is sophisticated, with many graphics and time lines to engage visual learners. One downside is that the set presents a ton of information on history and background before finally moving on to current research and developments, which might slow down some readers. However, there is some rich, well-researched material (for instance, Deep-Sea Exploration discusses early sea explorers, from the Vikings to Charles Darwin, that might prove useful). The title of the series is a bit misleading, as the books do not explain what innovators do or offer readers guidelines about how to succeed in this realm themselves. VERDICT Despite a few flaws, these titles are recommended for their in-depth descriptions of the histories of different careers.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Apps: From Concept to Consumer, Deep-Sea Exploration: Science, Technology, Engineering, Robotics: From Concept to Consumer, and Air Travel: Science, Technology, Engineering 
While the chapter titles vary, each book covers early history and trailblazers; current facts regarding the profession; professionals; advances and innovations. Each chapter begins with a timeline of important events. Full-color crisp images or historical b&w photographs support the facts presented. After the chapters, career statistics reported from the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics can be viewed. Teachers and guidance counselors could easily incorporate these books into career projects but individual students might also choose these books for recreational reading and learn a great deal regarding history, science, and career options in the process. Recommended
—School Library Connection (Formerly Library Media Connection), September 2015 on

Animation: From Concept to Consumer, Race Cars: Science, Technology, Engineering, Space Exploration: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Television: From Concept to Consumer

Getting to Know the World's Greatest Artists 
Mike Venezia combines easy-to-read text, images of famous works of art, and humorous cartoons to provide a basic, general introduction to great artists. The three titles reviewed are revised editions of the original series. These books are more for browsing than for research, as there are no quotes, source notes, or recommendations for further reading. Librarians working where this series is popular and books are wearing out might want to purchase replacements, but there are many alternate options out there for others. Additional Selection
—School Library Connection (Formerly Library Media Connection), September 2015 on Claude Monet (Revised Edition), Michelangelo (Revised Edition), and Vincent Van Gogh (Revised Edition)
Rookie Biographies
The Rookie Biographies series is on to a winner with this volume about the life of Mae Jemison, the first African American woman to travel in space. Jemison is an individual of remarkable achievements—of which being an astronaut is only one—which makes her an inspiring subject for children learning to read. The book’s layout is clean and flows well, using a combination of photos, fact boxes, and simple sentences that are easy for new readers to navigate. The book concludes with a time line of Jemison’s life, a poem, a “You Can Be a Scientist” feature to encourage readers to think about how they can emulate Jemison, a glossary, an index, and “Facts for Now.” This final segment encourages readers to visit the Scholastic website, which links readers articles about Jemison (the reading levels of the articles are indicated), as well as third-party sources such as NASA, the BBC, and Jemison’s own website. This is an engaging entry in an excellent series.

―Booklist, June 1 & 15, 2015 on Mae Jemison
The titles reviewed introduce important icons to young readers in need of high quality nonfiction materials. Each book begins with a double-page spread introducing the major accomplishments or importance of the subject with a full-page picture. The large print and few sentences on each page facilitate reading. Picture captions in text boxes are outlined in yellow. Important terms are printed in bold type; all books include maps and timelines. In order to increase student understanding, each book includes Fast Facts and inserts with background information. At the end of each volume is a poem about the person and a short article showing students how they can be like that person in their lives today. This colorful series fills the need for low-level biographies to introduce students to text conventions and research in STEM and Common Core curricula. Glossary. Websites. Index. Recommended
—School Library Connection (Formerly Library Media Connection), September 2015 on
Benjamin Franklin, Christopher Columbus, Rosa Parks, and Thomas Jefferson

Rookie Read-About Science 
This science series introduces readers to various creatures and explains the roles they play in the environment. The full-color photographs help students understand the text and concepts discussed and hold their attention. Younger students can also learn about the parts of nonfiction books. Also included in each book are Fun Facts, riddles, and information about the author. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended
—School Library Connection (Formerly Library Media Connection), September 2015 on
It’s a Good Thing There Are Bats, It’s a Good Thing There Are Bees, It’s a Good Thing There Are Butterflies, It’s a Good Thing There Are Earthworms, It’s a Good Thing There Are Ladybugs, It’s a Good Thing There Are Snakes, and It’s a Good Thing There Are Spiders (Rookie Read-About Science―It’s a Good Thing…)
Rookie Read-About Health
The cover promises a cute array of smiling, gap-toothed kids, and the interior delivers, but this concise volume in the Rookie Read-About: Health series is also surprisingly detailed. In addition to general information on losing baby teeth and growing permanent ones, most pages also boast a “Fast Fact” about oral hygiene, early forms of toothpaste, and the science and usage of teeth (human or otherwise). The bright, happy pictures and the straightforward but upbeat text will help calm any lingering fears about a first wiggly tooth, and a small activities section in the back gives the guidelines to a healthy smile. It’s all wrapped up with a tongue-in-cheek joke section that makes this more fun than (although, it’s made clear, not a substitute for) going to the dentist.

―Booklist, April 1, 2015 on I Lost a Tooth
In a straightforward manner, this series presents information about common childhood health situations. Addressing the readers directly (“Ouch! You fell off your bike”), the author walks children through the process of treatment and healing. She also discusses the reasons why these situations occur and how they affect overall health, presenting some very basic biology, complete with labeled diagrams of different parts of the body. The books clearly and effectively demystify various health issues and provide solid material, presented through an effective layout. Captioned photos of actual kids are used (warning: some images, such as those of bloody cuts, needles, and lost teeth, might be a bit graphic for the very squeamish), as are realistic portrayals of what to expect from these ailments and their treatment. The concept of prevention is also introduced, with useful tips about safety and hygiene. VERDICT Simple yet valuable options for most collections.
―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on I Broke My Arm, I Have a Cavity, I Have a Cold, I Like to Exercise, I Lost a Tooth, and I Need Stitches
True Books 
This fact-filled volume in the A True Book: Animal Helpers series presents an overview of the wide variety of animals (dogs, rats, mice, and even fruit flies) used to detect human diseases, and it sparks engagement from the very first page, where it presents readers with a true-or-false question. In-depth, age-appropriate information flows neatly through graphics-heavy pages, where material is organized into short chapters and manageable chunks of large-print text. Young researchers will appreciate the frequent

sidebars, with essential facts set off in bright fonts, as well as the photograph captions in red. Other user-friendly features, including a time line, table of statistics, and further reading, help make this accessible to a wide audience. There are other series that consider animal-human interactions, but few cover this unique and still-emerging field of study.

―Booklist, April 1, 2015 on Animals Helping to Detect Diseases (A True Book―Animal Helpers)
Thorough, accurate, and consistently engaging, these titles explore the fascinating ways that animals help people. Coverage includes widely known animal helpers, such as therapy dogs, as well as creatures in more uncommon roles: narwhals that collect research and rats that detect tuberculosis. There’s a good mixture of historical background, current animal programs, and even a consideration of potential animal helpers of the future. The presentation of information covers multiple aspects, from training procedures to step-by-step descriptions of the animals at work. True stories of people and their helpers add a strong personal touch. When animals appear in more than one book, such as carrier pigeon Cher Ami, the books avoid overlapping material, presenting different aspects or details. Every page includes at least one photograph, most of which show animals in action, often with humans. Time lines and statistics provide relevant background without overwhelming readers. VERDICT This is first-rate nonfiction for browsing, doing research for reports, or reading from cover to cover.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Animals Helping to Detect Diseases, Animals Helping to Keep the Peace, Animals Helping at Home, Animals Helping at Work, Animals Helping With Healing, and Animals Helping After Disasters (A True Book―Animal Helpers)
Each of these titles is packed with useful information presented in short, readable sentences. Crisp, high-quality photos, many in full color and with bright captions, add to the design and striking layouts. An interesting fact on the front cover, two “Find the Truth” true-false statements at the beginning of each book, and an intriguing question and answer on the back cover will draw students in with teasers of what’s to come. Answers to the opening statements are provided on a final “True Statistics” page, though the information merely rehashes what’s been previously mentioned. Appearing in the middle of each volume, a spread titled “The Big Truth!” adds context but interrupts the narrative flow. VERDICT A fine option for browsing and assignments.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Malala Yousafzai, Cesar Chavez, Martin Luther King Jr., Amelia Earhart, Michelle Obama, and Rosa Parks (A True Book―Biographies)
Announcing itself as part of Scholastic’s True Book series, this new biography of Malala Yousafzai opens with a pair of true-false statements for which readers are prompted to “find the truth” by reading on. A double-page spread in the center, titled “The BIG Truth,” highlights Malala’s family as her source of inspiration, strength, and continued activism. The narrative presents Malala—the youngest person ever to win the Nobel Peace Prize—as an ordinary girl driven by her desire for an education. Readers will learn

about her outspokenness in the face of danger and how her community reacted to her work, as well as the terrible day when she was shot and her recovery. Inserts about the Taliban’s takeover of Northern Pakistan and role in 9/11 provide context for this group’s impact. Critical readers can be prompted to use the premise of “truth” to ask questions about resistance, oppression, facts, and figures.

―Booklist, June 1 & 15, 2015 on Malala Yousafzai (A True Book―Biographies)
Each volume in these STEM nonfiction books is organized so that young researchers will be able to utilize the informational text easily. Each book begins with two statements, one of which is false. Readers are invited to find the true statement by reading the book. The large print makes the chapters easy to read, and colorful subheadings break the text into reader-friendly sections. Charts and timelines are included in each volume. The books have captioned pictures on every spread. Each title features an article about “The Big Truth” concerning the book’s topic as well as opinion articles. This series would be a great addition to materials for student research in STEM and Common Core curricula. Glossary. Websites. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended

—School Library Connection (Formerly Library Media Connection), September 2015 on
Extreme Bridges, Extreme Experiments, Extreme Laboratories, Extreme Science Careers, and Extreme Weather (A True Book―Extreme Science)
Middle school students will be fascinated with this coverage of important World War II topics and events. Each book opens with a page that asks readers two true or false questions that serve to help pique interest in the information that follows. Peter Benoit manages to condense the information into concise chapters that provide a basic understanding to young researchers or history enthusiasts. The language is accessible to a variety of reading levels. There are numerous captioned photographs that provide additional details and visual interest. Each book in the series provides a “True Statistics” page and a list of additional resources. Though not exhaustive in scope, this series is an excellent beginning resource for students interested in World War II. Glossary. Table of Contents. Index. Highly Recommended

—School Library Connection (Formerly Library Media Connection), September 2015 on
Big Battles of World War II, D-Day, The U.S. Army in World War II, The U.S. Navy in World War II, and The Weapons of World War II (A True Book―World at War)
You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without…
Despite the tongue-in-cheek cartoons, this continuation series means business. Packed with infographics and factoids, the colorful and somewhat madcap books provide a brief but thorough history of things mostly taken for granted. You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Dentists! traces the evolution of tooth care back to ancient Egypt and hones in on the gruesome methods of tooth extraction over the years while also delving into the biology of both human and animal teeth. You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Extreme
Weather! looks at weather on a global scale, noting how it can shape the world and our environment over time, and elaborates on various types of storms. You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Fire! hearkens back to the days of the cavemen and the probable earliest discovery of fire before racing along in history to look at the use of fire in recent centuries, as through steam power and car engines. You Wouldn’t Want to Live
without Vaccinations! gives details on immunity, viruses, and bacteria before excavating the process behind the discoveries of several key vaccinations. In addition to these exhaustive histories, each volume is accompanied by extensive back matter, including time lines, fun facts, and “Top Of” lists. The illustrations and general tone may be teasing, but the information within is anything but, making these a legitimate and

easily navigable resource for budding researchers. 
―Booklist, May 15, 2015 on You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Dentists!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Extreme Weather!, You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Fire!, and You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Vaccinations! 

Also recommended from this series:

You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Bacteria! 
You Wouldn’t Want to Live without Insects!
The latest additions to this series discuss everyday inventions readers often take for granted. Each two-page chapter begins with a few short paragraphs and includes full-color illustrations supporting brief text. Every title includes a timeline, “Did You Know?” and interesting facts on the topic. Covering each invention from its first known version through all its major developments to present day, each edition is quite comprehensive. The cartoon visuals combine well with text to appeal to a wide variety of tweens in these high interest topics; this series will make good research material for younger students. Glossary. Table of Contents. Index. Recommended

—School Library Connection (Formerly Library Media Connection), September 2015 on
You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Antibiotics, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Books, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Cell Phones, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Clean Water, You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Electricity, and You Wouldn’t Want to Live Without Toilets

Real Bios
Morreale’s claim that Williams is “the top music producer of the 2000s” is probably premature. But along with his familiarity as a performer, a judge on The Voice, creator of the “I’m Lovin’ It” jingle for McDonalds, and other high-visibility triumphs, Williams has been a professional music producer since high school, and over the past two decades has worked with many of pop music’s glitterati. This bubble-gum profile in the Real Bios series focuses less on what a record producer actually does and more on Williams’ musical résumé, charitable and commercial side projects, views on partying and being famous, and, of course, his oversize hat. There are also such need-to-knows as his favorite breakfast cereals and pastime: “browsing in bookstores.” The pages are splashed with crowd-pleasing color photos and factoids, as well as (cleaned-up) sound bites and name checks. Readers will be lovin’ it.
―Booklist, June 1 & 15, 2015 on Pharrell Williams
Epic
These small volumes with minimal text offer sketchy introductions to phenomena widely known in legend. Each begins with a fictional anecdote, moves on to a brief definition and history, and then states the opinions of believers and skeptics. All conclude with some variation of “Nobody knows for sure.” The spare, wooden narratives and small, adequate photographs contradict the publisher’s claim “They burst with intense action, high speed heroics, and shadows of the unknown.” Hardly epic, they do provide critical thinking lessons on encouraging readers to be both open to possibilities and also skeptical in considering these inherently intriguing topics. More informative titles appear in each book’s bibliography. All include one web resource, factsurfer.com, apparently designed for children and leading to resources varying from minimal to deeply informative. VERDICT Suitable options.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Atlantis, ESP, Ghost Ships, The Mummy’s Curse, and Stonehenge (Epic―Unexplained Mysteries)
Torque 
This series covers risky or life-threatening jobs. Each title begins with a dramatic, frightening scenario communicated in short, breathless bursts (“A gunman has barricaded himself inside a house. He has a hostage.”), going on to examine the history of the field in question. Enlightening sidebars inform without distracting from the main text. Clear writing and dynamic, action-packed photos immerse kids in the day-to-day realities of these careers. The exciting tone of the book is tempered by a sidebar about tragedies on the job, which offers a reality check. The motto of the series (“Are you ready to take it to the extreme?”) sums up the spirit of these books. VERDICT Recommended, especially for reluctant, stimulation-craving readers.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Animal Trainer, Skyscraper Builder, SWAT Team Member, and Wilderness Rescue Pilot 

(Torque―Dangerous Jobs)
Blastoff! Readers
This varied collection of animals combines appealing design with clear information. Four or five succinct chapters cover range, habitat, and appearance (size, diet, enemies, and young). Many topics (identification, diet, predators, young) are reinforced through charts. A map shows the animal’s range, alongside a chart showing its conservation status. A graph compares the average animal’s size to that of an average human. The text contrasts nicely with the faintly patterned background, which is overlaid with brightly bordered photographs and colorful charts and graphs. Photos are dynamic, including a hugely exaggerated wide-angle shot in Black Bears. Other than some contradictory information between Black Bears and White-Tailed Deer (White-Tailed Deer leads readers to believe that bears are a major predator of deer, while Black Bears doesn’t list deer as a food source) and the mistakenly identified eastern Greenland in Gray Wolves, these books are well edited. VERDICT Attractive additions.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Black Bears, Grizzly Bears, Red Foxes, Red-tailed Hawks, American Bison, Bald Eagles, Pronghorn, White-tailed Deer, Squirrels, Gray Wolves, Great-horned Owls, and Jackrabbits (Blastoff! Readers―North American Animals)
The “Aw” factor is big in these introductions to the adorable young of popular warm-blooded animals. Three simple chapters with no more than two sentences per spread describe what these creatures eat, how they learn and play, and how their mothers care for them. The books don’t indicate which specific species or subspecies are depicted in photographs, and only Orangutan references habitat. Each title opens with the appropriate term for the baby in question—owlet for owls, infant for gorillas and orangutans—and ends with an exclamatory sentence related to the action on the page (“Time to run!”). Vocabulary isn’t minced; terms include ambush, pounce, camouflage, and mantle. Loaded with kid appeal, photographs fill the entire spread and are carefully aligned to avoid the gutter. The simple text is overlaid in a brightly outlined box on the verso. VERDICT These charming titles will tumble off the shelf into the hands of eager animal lovers.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Baby Cheetahs, Baby Elephants, Baby Gorillas, Baby Orangutans, Baby Owls, and Baby Tigers (Blastoff! Readers―Super Cute!)
High quality photos are the strongest component of this set. Each book opens with the location of the country and an almost featureless map, followed by spreads that describe its land, people, unique wildlife, schools, industry, food, recreation, sports, and holidays. Upbeat coverage glosses over or ignores difficult topics such as civil war in Lebanon and Somalia or the Soviet domination of Hungary. The layout is attractive, with a paragraph or two of text and a large color photo on each page. “Fun Facts” sidebars provide interesting trivia, a language chart introduces a few phrases, and a “Fast Facts” section adds basic report statistics. These titles are eye-catching, but readers are likely to be frustrated when they can’t locate mentioned places on the map. The content is standard fare, and the books don’t offer a fresh take. VERDICT Supplemental report choices.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Ecuador, Hungary, Lebanon, and Somalia (Blastoff! Readers―Exploring Countries)
Pilot
Packed with solid information for browsers and report writers about the history and development of different brands and companies, these fascinating volumes have surefire audience appeal. Fast paced and simply and clearly written, each title features bright, eye-catching covers and interior art; crisp color and black-and-white archival photos; attractive layouts; and fascinating tidbits of trivia, including a “By the Numbers” page, which includes statistics such as the company’s net worth. Students will be excited to discover how much they don’t know about these topics. They’ll also appreciate learning that these companies make philanthropic efforts in education, conservation, and wildlife and environmental preservation. VERDICT These books will be as popular as the products they describe. Recommended for units on economics and the media.

―School Library Journal (Series Made Simple), April 2015 on Disney, Hershey’s, Kellogg’s, Lego, McDonald’s, and Nike (Pilot―Brands We Know)
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